
 

Description of this item: These were questions used in testing for moral judgment in relation to 

testing “The Macbeth Effect.” It did not replicate. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: On the next two pages are some stories describing various scenarios. Please 

indicate for each story if it is wrong what the story character is doing by circling the number 

that best corresponds to how you feel. For some scenarios it may be hard to decide, but try to 

indicate how much YOU think it is wrong for the person to behave in this way.  
 

 

1. Frank’s dog was killed by a car in front of his house. Frank had heard that in China people occasionally 

eat dog meat, and he was curious what it tasted like. So he cut up the body and cooked it and ate it for 

dinner. How wrong is it for Frank to eat his dead dog for dinner? 
        perfectly          somewhat              very         extremely  

            OK            wrong            wrong           wrong 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

 

2. You are at the wheel of a runaway trolley quickly approaching a fork in the tracks. On the tracks 

extending to the left is a group of five railway workmen. On the tracks extending to the right is a single 

railway workman. If you do nothing the trolley will proceed to the left, causing the deaths of the five 

workmen. The only way to avoid the deaths of these workmen is to hit a switch on your dashboard that 

will cause the trolley to proceed to the right, causing the death of the single workman. How wrong is it for 

you to hit the switch in order to avoid the deaths of the five workmen?  
        perfectly          somewhat              very         extremely  

            OK            wrong            wrong           wrong 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

 

3. You are walking down the street when you come across a wallet lying on the ground. You open the 

wallet and find that it contains several hundred dollars in cash as well the owner's driver's license. From 

the credit cards and other items in the wallet it's very clear that the wallet's owner is wealthy. You, on the 

other hand, have been hit by hard times recently and could really use some extra money. You consider 

sending the wallet back to the owner without the cash, keeping the cash for yourself. How wrong is it for 

you to keep the money you found in the wallet in order to have more money for yourself? 
        perfectly          somewhat              very         extremely  

            OK            wrong            wrong           wrong 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

 

4. Your plane has crashed in the Himalayas. The only survivors are yourself, another man, and a young 

boy. The three of you travel for days, battling extreme cold and wind. Your only chance at survival is to 

find your way to small a village on the other side of the mountain, several days away. The boy has a 

broken leg and cannot move very quickly. His chances of surviving the journey are essentially zero. 

Without food, you and the other man will probably die as well. The other man suggests that you sacrifice 

the boy and eat his remains over the next few days. How wrong is it to kill this boy so that you and the 

other man may survive your journey to safety? 
        perfectly          somewhat              very         extremely  

            OK            wrong            wrong           wrong 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

  



 

5. You have a friend who has been trying to find a job lately without much success. He figured that he 

would be more likely to get hired if he had a more impressive resume. He decided to put some false 

information on his resume in order to make it more impressive. By doing this he ultimately managed to 

get hired, beating out several candidates who were actually more qualified than he. How wrong was it for 

your friend to put false information on his resume in order to help him find employment?  
        perfectly          somewhat              very         extremely  

            OK            wrong            wrong           wrong 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

 

6. Matthew is playing with his new kitten late one night. He is wearing only his boxer shorts, and the 

kitten sometimes walks over his genitals. Eventually, this arouses him, and he begins to rub his bare 

genitals along the kitten’s body. The kitten purrs, and seems to enjoy the contact. How wrong is it for 

Matthew to be rubbing himself against the kitten? 
        perfectly          somewhat              very         extremely  

            OK            wrong            wrong           wrong 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  


